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The U.S. Commission on National Security/21 st Century concluded that the emerging security environment in the next quarter century would require different military capabilities. Further, the Commission determined that it is essential that the U.S.
maintain technological superiority, despite the unavoidable tension between acquisition of advanced (future) capabilities and the required maintenance of current capabilities. Warfighting Laboratory (MCWL). This paper will focus on whether the MCWL is successful in its approach to shaping the Corps' future with Concept Based Experimentation (CBE) as a credible concept and technology validation tool in the Corps' transformation to achieve JV2020 and National Military Strategy goals. I contend that it has been and continues to be successful as the principle methodology in validating concepts and creating capabilities for the Corps' operational forces.
Consensus For and Movement Towards Change
By identifying the need to transform to meet the future conflict environment, JV2020 and the 1997 QDR stipulated that the U.S. Armed Forces must continue to invest 
Concept Based Field Experimentation
Hunter Warrior was the Lab's first Advanced Warfighting Experiment (AWE).
This AWE was developed to validate a warfighting concept that supported OMFTS and STOM. It was a force-on-force field experiment that took place at Camp Pendleton and Twenty-nine Palms, California, lasting 12 days and involving more than 7,000 Marines.
The experiment scenario pitted a sea-based STOM delivered battalion sized blue force made up of small squad-sized teams against a mechanized regimental-sized red force.
The experiment tested C4ISR concepts and technologies. The experimental concept tested whether a Marine Expeditionary Unit (MEU), equipped with organizational, technological, training and tactical enhancements, can significantly increase its area of influence and also increase its effectiveness within that area.
The results were that the Marine Corps could significantly extend the area of influence of a modest forward afloat expeditionary force, and significantly increase its effectiveness within that expanded area of influence. 
